
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I will begin by thanking God for sustaining us in these unusual times. We have all been through 

a lot together these last weeks.  I thank all our parishioners who have continued to support our 

parish and all those who have silently supported some of our members who are struggling to 

make ends meet. May the Good Lord reward you abundantly. Since March 16, 2020, when 

Bishop Brennan announced what to us was unimaginable – the suspension of public Mass here in 

Ohio - the known facts and the questions about COVID-19 have been overwhelming.  Yet our 

participation in the statewide effort to slow the spread of the virus seem to have made a 

significant difference, and allowed the medical professionals to meet the COVID-19 virus in an 

orderly way and to save lives.  We grieve those who died and pray for them and their families.  

We continue to pray for those who are ill and in harm’s way.   And we thank all those who have 

served us in so many ways at great personal cost.  

With appreciation for the sacrifices made by all of our families and under the directives of 

Bishop Brennan, we look forward to the return of public worship in a way that honors those 

sacrifices.  Our “reopening” will be in a way that is responsible and provides for the health, 

safety and well-being of all, while focusing on worshiping God in a public and safe manner.  

Kindly pay attention and I sincerely appeal that we abide by the following guidelines in an effort 

to keep us all safe. We at St Mary therefore adopt the following in keeping with the guidelines 

provided by the Diocese:  

 

Mass Information: 

Bishop Brennan has extended dispensation to the Catholic faithful who reside in the Diocese of 

Columbus and all other Catholics currently in its territories from the obligation of attending 

Sunday Mass until September 13, 2020. I would like to emphasize that anyone in a category of 

high risk is not obligated to come to Mass. If you are experiencing any symptoms that include a 

cough and/or fatigue for any reason, even if you are sure it is allergies, please stay home. I 

appreciate your longing to attend Mass again, and I understand that many of you with mild 

symptoms feel “well enough”, but please, out of love for others in our parish family, do not come 

to Mass until you are completely well. I also ask that you please be patient with myself and the 

parish staff as we navigate through the next few weeks. 

 

Public Masses will resume Friday, May 29.  I will continue to live stream 9:00 am Mass every 

day but Saturday after public Masses have resumed.  

 

 

Weekday Mass 

Beginning Friday, May 29, daily Mass will be open on FRIDAY only for anyone who wants to 

attend. Until further notice, Friday will be the only public weekday Mass.  



 

 

Weekend/Sunday Masses 

Before we determine the weekend Mass schedule at St. Mary, we will be surveying the 

parishioners to determine how many wish to attend, and to what Mass they wish to attend.  The 

survey will be available via email and posted on our website for all to participate.  

 

When attending Mass please be aware of the following protocols: 

1. Maintain visible social distancing before, during and after Mass 

2. Families and individuals must maintain a distance of at least 6 feet between families at all 

times. We will be blocking off pews and otherwise marking off distances in the church to 

facilitate this. 

3. Those attending Mass are asked to wear a face covering, unless under the age of two. 

Please bring your own mask. 

4. Those attending Mass are encouraged to wear gloves if possible. 

5. The reception of Holy Communion will continue to be in the hand only. 

6. Sanitize your hands upon entering the church. Please bring your own sanitizer, as our 

supply is limited. 

 

Please note: it will be necessary to limit the total number of people attending Mass at one time, 

for safety reasons. Once we determine the weekend Mass schedule, we will post a Signup Genius 

on our website for households to reserve their Mass seating. 

 

In addition, the following precautions will be taken at Mass: 

1. Sanitation of the pews will take place after every Mass. Every other pew will be roped off 

to assist with social distancing. 

2. No Ministers of the Holy Communion will be scheduled until further notice. 

3. No hymnals or missalettes will be used during Mass. 

4. No sign of the peace. 

5. No distribution of the precious blood. 

6. Offertory baskets will be available in the church. We encourage you to mail your 

offertory to the parish or give electronically at: 

https://www.delawarestmary.org/stewardship 

7. No altar servers. 

8. No choir, there will be one cantor per Mass. 

9. The Holy Water fonts will remain empty. 

10. Hosts and sacred vessels will be placed at the side of the altar for consecration and there 

will be no offertory procession. 

11. The cry rooms will be closed due to its confining space. 

12. Restrooms will be closed. 

https://www.delawarestmary.org/stewardship


 

 

Spanish Mass will take place the last Sunday of each month at 2 pm. Our next Spanish Mass is 

Sunday, May 31 at 2 pm. 

 

Sacrament Information: 

 

Baptisms will take place every Sunday following the last Mass. Baptisms are to be scheduled 

ahead and will be limited to Baptism per week. We ask that no more than 20 people attend. 

 

Weddings & Funerals will continue as planned. In order to conserve cleaning supplies and 

costs, wedding and funeral parties have two options for gathering in the church: at no extra 

charge, gatherings of 20 or less can attend the wedding or funeral. For an additional fee to 

professionally clean the church, wedding or funeral parties can have up to 108 people in the 

church. 

RCIA Both catechumens and candidates will be received on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, 

June 14.  

First Communion will take place at all Masses on Friday, June 26 as well as the weekend 

Masses of June 27-28. Note the 9:00 am, June 26 and 9:00 am June 28 Masses will be live 

streamed for out-of-state relatives. A Signup Genius will be sent out for this sacrament as well. 

Confirmation is still awaiting a decision from the Bishop. We will forward information as soon 

as it becomes available to us. 

Confessions will continue in the gym on Saturdays from 3:30-4:10pm. No Signup will be 

necessary after public Masses resume. 

Parish Office Information: 

1. The parish staff will meet with parishioners and vendors by appointment only until 

further notice 

2. Per Diocesan Guidelines, no children are permitted in the parish office or school 

buildings until further notice 

3. Masks are mandated for parish staff and all those with appointments 

We will not be hosting any large events and our meeting spaces continue to remain closed until 

further notice. 

 

Volunteers: 

To help us facilitate both cleaning of the church, and serving as ushers within these times, I am 

personally appealing to all those who fall within the ages of 25 and 50 to please volunteer to help 

us in these unprecedented times. Call or send an email if you are willing to help.  



Finally, my dear Brothers and Sisters, as rigorous and as overwhelming as these guidelines may 

seem, know that I am only trying to do what is humanly possible to keep my people safe and at 

the same time create an environment where we can worship God. I pray that the Good Lord, who 

knows all and sees all, will bless and protect each one of us in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Fr Sylvester Onyeachonam 

Pastor 


